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– Climate Change Skyrockets  

Extreme Wildfire Risk by 25% –  
 

 
 

A Californian study, published on Wednesday, reveals that climate change 

significantly increases the risk of rapid-spreading wildfires, offering valuable 

lessons for prevention following recent disasters in Canada and Hawaii. 

 

Researchers at the Breakthrough Institute, a non-profit research center, found 

that human-induced warming has raised the frequency of "extreme" wildfires 

by an average of 25% compared to pre-industrial times,  

as reported in the journal Nature. 
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– Climate Change Skyrockets  

Extreme Wildfire Risk by 25% (Continued) –  
 

 

Analyzing wildfires from 2003 to 2020 using machine learning, they 

investigated the connection between higher average temperatures, drier 

conditions, and the most fast-spreading blazes, which consume over 10,000 

acres (4,000 hectares) per day. 

 

The impact of climate change varied depending on the fire's circumstances. In 

partially dry conditions, global warming pushed areas past critical thresholds, 

significantly increasing the likelihood of extreme fires. In extremely dry 

conditions, the impact was less pronounced. Lead author Patrick Brown 

emphasized the need to closely monitor regions and times historically near 

these moisture thresholds but now pushed into drier conditions due to 

warming. 

 

 
 

In recent years, California has experienced a series of severe  

wildfires, including the devastating 2020 fires that claimed  

over 30 lives and consumed four million acres. 
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– Climate Change Skyrockets  

Extreme Wildfire Risk by 25% (Continued) –  

 
 

 
 

The study's release follows a summer marked by wildfires that killed at least 

115 people in Hawaii and displaced 200,000 residents in Canada. Greece has 

been grappling with the largest wildfire in the European Union's history, which 

has claimed 20 lives. A 2022 report from the United Nations Environment 

Programmed highlighted the increasing frequency of wildfires due to hotter 

and drier conditions resulting from climate change, even in regions not 

traditionally prone to wildfires. 

 

The insights from this Nature study could guide prevention measures, such as 

identifying optimal locations for thinning and controlled burning of vegetation 

to reduce the combustible "hazardous fuel." According to Brown, these 

measures can counteract the impact of climate change under most conditions. 

Additionally, the findings can inform precautions regarding power lines, focus 

monitoring and awareness campaigns, and allocate firefighting resources 

effectively. 
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– Climate Change Skyrockets  

Extreme Wildfire Risk by 25% (Continued) –  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Other wildfire experts emphasized the growing importance of raising 

awareness of fire risks for authorities and travelers. In a separate briefing 

unrelated to the study, Andrew Sullivan of Australia's national science agency 

CSIRO emphasized the need for a global shift toward allocating more 

resources to mitigate wildfire risks, including managing vegetation and 

enhancing fire-danger forecasting. 
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– Fire Safety Tips:  

What to Avoid and What to Do – 

 
When a fire occurs, it can be an extremely stressful and overwhelming situation 

which can affect our thinking process in terms of what to do and what not to 

do. 

 

We have compiled below a list of what you should never do in a fire, what you 

should do instead, as well as how to prevent fires in the future. 

 

5 things you should never do in a fire 

 
The dangers of a fire go without saying and everybody knows that you need to 

escape as soon as possible, but not everybody knows that there are some very 

important things you should avoid doing in order to keep yourself and others 

safe in a fire. 

1.     Breaking windows 
 

The majority of deaths related to fires are actually caused by smoke inhalation 

rather than the heat of the fire itself, in fact Michigan State University reported 

that 50% of people who suffer from severe smoke inhalation die. Knowing this, 

it can be tempting to break open windows to allow the smoke to 

billow out of the building, but this is the wrong thing to do. 
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– Fire Safety Tips:  

What to Avoid and What to Do (Continued) –  

 
Breaking open windows allows the fire to gain more access to oxygen which 

helps the fire grow, which would greatly decrease your chances of escape. By 

keeping the windows closed you are starving the fire as much as possible. 

 

It is much better to use the precious moments you have when a fire occurs to 

find an escape route. 

 

 
 

2.     Opening hot doors 

 

When attempting to find a way to escape a fire, you might not be considering 

what could be on the other side of the doors you come across, which is why you 

should always try to be cautious. 

 

Doors that are very hot to the touch or have smoke billowing through the 

cracks will more than likely have a fire on the other side. This means that the 

door is actually holding the fire back and opening it would only allow the fire 

to spread. If you find a door that you believe to be safe, open it, but always do 

so cautiously, with the awareness that it could be dangerous  

on the other side. 
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– Fire Safety Tips:  

What to Avoid and What to Do (Continued) –  

 
3.     Returning for your belongings 

 

Everyone was told in school at one point or another that they should leave all 

of their stuff and get out when there is a fire, and it is absolutely true. You may 

think that you have time to grab a few things, but it can take just 5 minutes for 

a house to become engulfed in flames. 

 

Items are replaceable and nothing is worth more than your life, so your priority 

should always be getting out as quickly as possible. 

 
4.     Hiding 

 

When you’re scared and panicking, you might not know what to do and hide 

away from the fire for some semblance of safety, but that can be incredibly 

dangerous. It limits movement and makes it harder for you to be found when 

rescue services arrive. 

 

Furthermore, you may think you’re safe from the fire if you can’t see it, but 

the smoke and heat can be even more dangerous and can reach you wherever 

you are. Ready reports that fires can reach up to 100 degrees at floor level and 

600 degrees at eye level, which can result in severe lung burns. 
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– Fire Safety Tips:  

What to Avoid and What to Do (Continued) –  
 

5.     Do not use lifts 

 

It might be tempting to take the lift during a fire because it seems to be the 

quicker option in escaping, but in reality, it can actually end up being much 

more dangerous. Fire damage could short-circuit the lift at any time, meaning 

the doors could open at any time. Or, if power is lost, you could end up stuck 

in the lift. 

 

The lift shaft also acts as a natural chimney and fills with smoke, which means 

that the lift itself can very quickly fill with smoke as well and anyone inside 

would choke. Stairs are always the better, safer option. 

What you should do in the event of a fire 

Now that you know what not to do in the event of a fire, it’s time to take a look 

at what you should do, and the steps to take that could save your life. 

 

 
 

Use the appropriate fire extinguisher 

 

There are 6 different types of fire, all of which can be put out differently. It’s 

useful to know what kind of extinguisher puts out which kind of fire so that you 

are able to diffuse the situation quickly and safely. Be sure to aim the 

extinguisher at the base of the fire and sweep from side to side to  

ensure that you reach all of the fire.  



       Fire Safety Yearbook, 2023 Edition 
                                                                The Official Publication of Crime Safety Tips 

 

11 

 

– Fire Safety Tips:  

What to Avoid and What to Do (Continued) –  
 

Call the emergency services 

 

If the fire begins to grow and you’re unsure how to deal with it, do not delay in 

calling the emergency services as every second counts. You should try to decide 

as quickly as possible whether you can extinguisher the fire and if there’s any 

doubt, call the emergency services. It’s always better to be safe than sorry. 

 
Escape 

 

Escaping might sound like an obvious tip, but as we mentioned earlier, staying 

and hiding is not safe and shouldn’t be an option. 

 

During a fire, you should be able to follow emergency exit signs to find the 

nearest escape route. The quicker you get out, the better, as inhaling smoke can 

cause unseen damage, even if you’re not near the fire. 

 

How to prevent fires in the future 

 

Prevention is always key, as you don’t want a fire to begin in the first place as 

opposed to having to tackle one when it occurs. Below are the best ways to 

prevent a fire from happening in the first place. 
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– Fire Safety Tips:  

What to Avoid and What to Do (Continued) –  
 

 
 

Carry out a fire risk assessment 

 

If you are part of an organization, you must have a fire risk assessment as a 

legal requirement. A fire risk assessment aims to identify where there is a risk 

of a fire starting and the most efficient escape routes. 

 

A risk assessment is the best tool in being prepared for fire as it can predict 

where a fire might start before it happens, knowing this, you can take the 

appropriate steps to make sure it never happens. 

 
Install fire alarm systems 

 

Fire alarms are your first defense if a fire breaks out, they will signal to you 

that there is a danger at a time when you might have missed it. They will give 

you the chance to assess the situation and escape if necessary. Either way, you 

will know to act before it’s too late. 

Know what to do in the heat of the moment 

 

It can be difficult not to panic if you’re faced with such a  

scary situation but if you’re well-prepared, 

it shouldn’t be something that you spend time worrying about. 
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• Receive valuable ad space in one or both of our 

• Bonus! Receive valuable ad space and SEO 
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• Bonus! Receive direct link to your website 
increasing relevance in Google rankings and 

• Bonus! Receive official Crime Prevention and / or 
Fire Prevention supporter seal to proudly display 

Thank you for your support! 
 


