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— Child Burn Investigations—

Child abuse is a wide-reaching problem entailing physical and emotional
abuse. This article will address one segment of child abuse, specifically burn
injuries sustained by children.

Child abuse calls are among the most emotionally taxing that you will ever

receive. Coming upon a scene where an innocent, vulnerable child is the victim
forces an officer to fight his or her emotions in order to do the job effectively.
It is incumbent upon you to protect these innocent victims. And oftentimes, the
best way this can be done is to perform a comprehensive investigation and
gather strong evidence against the criminal actor.

Unfortunately, in many cases officers are not schooled on how to conduct a
complete investigation. Street cops are not well trained to distinguish
accidental injuries from intentional injuries.

In the last few decades, child abuse has emerged from the shadows. It was once
considered a "‘family problem" outside the purview of the police. Current
thinking sees child abuse as a matter to be handled by the criminal justice
system with the street cop as the initial point of contact. Child abuse

Is a wide-reaching problem entailing physical and emotional abuse.

This article will address one segment of child abuse,

specifically burn injuries sustained by children.
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Burn Units

Our awareness of child abuse has increased greatly in recent years, but
deliberate injury caused by burning often goes unrecognized by police.

Child abuse accounts for about 10 percent of hospital admissions of children
entering burn units. Statistically, an intentionally burned child will be much
younger than a child who is accidentally burned. The abused child will have a
higher mortality rate and endure longer hospital stays.

The burning of a child as a result of abuse comes in two basic forms-immersion
and intentional burning. Immersion involves forcibly placing the child in water
that is too hot for the skin to bear. Intentional burning involves placing a hot
item against the skin.

Almost invariably, the caretaker claims the child accidentally came in contact
with the burning medium. Consequently, you will want to be armed with
certain information to assist in conducting a good investigation.
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Intentional or Accidental

There are some commonalities that you should look for when investigating a
burn injury. For example, look for multiple burns across the body.

Are there a number of burns in various stages of healing? Are the burns located
in areas a child couldn't reach? An intentional injury will probably be deeper
into the skin.

Look for soft tissue injury such as bruising, which may indicate that the child
was forcibly held as the injury was inflicted. Interview anyone who was
present; be wary in a crowded home when a caretaker states the child was
unattended during the time leading up to injury. Monitor the general feelings
of the caretaker toward the child.

It may be difficult to determine whether a burn is intentional or accidental,
particularly when the burn is caused by a hot solid object. Even brief accidental
contact with a hot item can result in partial (second-degree) burns.

A child can be burned by contact with hot pavement or exposure to strong sun.
Injuries have resulted from inadvertently touching a hot seat belt buckle. An
accidental burn can result from a child walking into a lit cigarette being held
waist high; of course, this burn should be to the eye area, face, or upper torso,
not to the soles of the feet.

L
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An accidental burn will have an irregular pattern whereas an intentional
injury will be much more clearly defined. Accidental burns are also more
shallow than intentional burns.

Scalding Burns

One common type of burn inflicted on a child is caused by immersing the victim
in hot water. A telltale sign of this type of crime is a "waterline,"" a distinct
border showing where the injury ends.

The injury will have very little tapering near the edges, indicating the child was
held in place. Any child who is subjected to hot water will thrash about in an
effort to escape the pain.

Immersion is often a punishment for failing to respond to toilet training.
Deliberate immersion is the only way a child can sustain deep

burns to the buttocks or the area between the buttocks and groin.

Check the clothes the child was wearing just prior to the injury

to determine if the pants were soiled with feces. You may

want to retain these dirty items as possible evidence.
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Check the area where the injury occurred. If the story is that a child pulled
down a pot of hot water, determine how high the pot would have been and
compare that to the height of the child. Try to determine if there is reasonable
explanation for water to be boiling at that time of day. Was the stove hot,
preventing a child from climbing on it?

If the injury occurred in a bathtub, check the temperature and depth of the
water in the tub. Is it too deep for an infant? In an accidental burn scenario,
there should be water outside of the tub, the remnants of the child thrashing to
escape the hot water.

Not only would a child thrash, but also, he would be likely to do his best to
protect himself. This reflexive protection mechanism would lead to *'sparing."*

A child whose hand is forced into hot water will make a fist, thereby "'sparing™
the palm of the hand from burning. Toes will be curled up if the feet were
immersed. If the legs were forced into hot water, the child would have folded
his legs, protecting the area behind his knees. ""These sparing actions prevent
burning within the body creases, causing a striped configuration of burned and
unburned zones, or a zebra pattern,” writes Charles Swanson in the book
""Criminal Investigation."

Common Sense

In general, some good common-sense questions will assist you in determining
whether a burn injury is intentional or accidental. Was the injury caused by
an item the child could not operate (like a cigarette lighter)? Is the item too
heavy or too high for the child to access? Would the child's level

of development and coordination allow him to complete the

alleged accidental action?
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If the item was heated, how long did it take to heat and what were the caretaker
and child doing during this time? Could the child reach the burn site? Is the
injury clear and crisp or shallow and irregular?

As in all investigations, when the time is right, walk through the accident site
to help re-create the scene for the investigator. Locate the item that likely
caused the injury.

Interviewing a parent whose child has just suffered an injury is a delicate
process. But the answers to these questions are essential to a successful
investigation. Coupling the answers to these questions with the physical
evidence at the scene and the determinations of medical professionals will help
you determine whether a child’s burn injury was the result of an accident or a
crime.

Immersion Burn Patterns

Deliberate immersion burns result in injury patterns that you should learn to
identify. Doughnut pattern on the buttocks. When a child accidentally
falls into hot water, the immediate reaction is to thrash about.
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In a deliberate immersion, the child is often held down with his buttocks in
contact with the bottom of the container, sparing that portion of the buttocks
from injury.

Soles of the feet. The soles of the feet will be similarly spared if the child is
forced to stand in hot water. Even in an accidental situation where the child is
jumping around trying to get out of the hot water, the soles of the feet would
be burned. Only by deliberately holding a child in place could the soles be
spared.

Waterlines. If a child is held in place, there will be a sharp and distinct line of
injury. A child who accidentally falls into hot water will splash about, causing
irregular injury patterns.

Stocking or glove pattern injuries. If a hand or foot is immersed, the injury will
look like a glove or a stocking. Once again, look for a clear line of demarcation
around the injury.

Burn Classifications Have Changed

To perform a thorough investigation, you must first understand how burns are
classified. Different grades of burns are assigned by how "'deep™

the burn goes into the skin. The names given to burns

have changed over the recent decades, but you should

know the names and characteristics of each type of burn.
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An injury to the top layer of skin is called a superficial burn (formerly known
as a first-degree burn); it heals within five to seven days. When the second layer
of skin is damaged it is known as a partial burn (formerly second degree).
When the damage goes through to subcutaneous tissue and fat, it is known as
a full thickness burn (formerly third degree) and requires skin grafts.

Several factors affect the severity of an injury. The injury location and the
victim's age determine the thickness of the skin. Water and oil content, the
amount of subcutaneous fat, and the number of blood vessels vary from one
location in the body to another. A child’s skin is thicker on the palms of the
hands, soles of the feet, and the back. Skin is thinner on the front of the trunk,
the inner arms and thighs, and the bottom of the forearms.

Only a trained medical professional can make a complete determination as to
the severity of a burn. Develop a good rapport with responding medical
personnel to help assess the types of burns that have been inflicted.
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- MARKET -
14415 Crenshaw Blvd, Gardena, CA 90249

(310) 973-5181

New Opening in the Neighborhood
Open Daily 8am-3pm
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PIZZA KITCHEN

Ameci Pizza Kitchen
125 E Harvard Blvd, Santa Paula, CA 93060
(805) 933-5544 / Dine-in - Takeout / Delivery
https://www.amecipizzaandpasta.com/

=SVEXICA

Francisco (Espaiiol} (s
Asada/Pastor/Chorizo/Pollo/’
Hacomoe Taquiza ¢ nara Todo £

Proud to Partner with
Local Law Enforcement

Midas of Diamond Bar

—— Servicing your car and your community ———

796 North Diamond Bar Boulevard | 909-747-9069
midaslosangeles.com
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By The way

BURGER

Address: 5162 Van Nuys Blvd Los Angeles, CA 91403
Phone: (818) 290-3818

- FHamily cﬁeatauwat
JTEL]66175827811'g) i

1324 W. Ave | Lonccmer
Dongusmexmestauranﬂ@gmsllAcog\

o VT i . S

=NB Nails & Spa

- N Solor Nails, Acrylic Nails

--a \ Manicure, Dipping Powder
. Gel Color, Pedicure

Body Massage & Waxing

118 Mount Calvary Dr. #102
San Antonio, TX 78209

Business Hours

Mon-Sat: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sun: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

-345-1762 FAX: 650-345-1768

Park Blvd. Foster (

210-826-1290

Appointments & Walk-Ins Welcome

aidilaoHot Po
B R IH AR

19409 Stevens Creek Blvd #100, Cupertino, CA 95014

(669) 230-3117
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, “xﬁ;@?&;} o e San Fernando, CA 91340
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Elote Restaurants
1760 E Valley Parkway

Escondido CA 92027
(323) 601-3864

Redondo Beach, CA 90277
(310) 379-8593

D
600 TIM{‘
TAVERN

(619) 722-7570

FULL BAR e
<% FARMERS MARKEY PIZZA&SNACKS
LIQUOR MUSIC :
P e DSE

]
S -~
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rﬁ
)
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COMEDY

LOCATED AT:

125 NORTH
LIVERMORE
AVE
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C | | ﬁ S N’ S FINE EAST AFRICAN CUISINE

Seafood - Drinks - Happiness

2801 W Ball Rd. Unit-5

Address: 8339 Sheldon R, El Grove, CA 95624/ Phone: (916) 633-8885 / Web: rabstadium.com Anaheim, CA 92804
714-826-8859

4
1| Bleddy’s Market & Liguor-Store. . S\
QB'Teddy‘i & San Francisco, CA 94134

-
GARDEN SUPERMARKET * .
Address: 1933 Pulgas Ave, East Pafo Aoy
Phone: (650} 323-7626

2S
= -
Pasta e Pasta by Allegro Mariscos Las Islas Restadrant
30098 HAUN RDSTE,Q} Address: 432 E 2nd St, Los | Address: 156 s‘a}e'gorn Rd Salin
- (951)672-0110 g Phane: 1213} 265-7003 3 §M
Web: hanasushi-menu11.com . { A oy Phone: (831) 751-9557
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BBP SPA ea&
356 Middle Country 6)”,”% Beauty Supply
Road Ste. 301 A  asli hyderabadi I 714 894//“’
( 9 17) 963-7848 6830 Vlllage Pkwy, Dublin CA 94568 ton - s o oinosugpl <

(925) 556-9999

MO

14415 Crenshaw Blvd Gardena CA 90249
(310) 973-5181

Family Restaurant .
Since 1965 8802 Baseline Rd

265 E 40th St Rancho Cucamonga CA 91701
el 909-882-3917 (228) 206-2541

\ \ o T— = Food that brings you joy
1511 lepau Ave #102 corona CA 92881 128 S 11 th St Hanford CA 93230 EV IR R Tt City, CA 91950
(951) 356-5858 (559) 585-1258 (619) 343-7131
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Faclal

1711 Branham La, A10
San Jose, CA 95118
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561-7899+

MODURANG

Family Korean Restaurant
916-363-8505

www.modurangrestaurant.com

9545 Folsom Blvd, Sacramento CA 95827

272 GARFIELD AVE
CRANSTON, RI 02920

BREWERY PA Al
TEL 401-946-1986
FAX 401-946-1755

Royal Buffet
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STATE MARKET g}ié/(

0N THE BIGHES \
QAL i (e

1020 Cecif Ave, Delano, CA 93215
Top Qually Grocery toe n Delzao/Calforia 1140 Highland Ave, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
(éélj 725:0469 (310) 546-4663

3120 E Main St
Stockton CA 95205

N 41- /

272 GARFIELD AVE.
CRANSTON, Ri 02620

: (BREWERY PARKADE)
TEL 401-946-1986
FAX 401-946-1755

OQPEN DAILY

9 &
ANp TRUCK”‘
40322 Junction Dr

Oakhurst CA 93644
(559) 683-7440 Royal Buffet

TAQUERIA
Lo

@
13354 Lincoln Way Auburn CA 95603
(530) 745-9585
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7SS CHARLIE'S
Palm Springs, CA
1751 N SUNRISE WAY #F5
PALM SPRINGS, CA 62262
(760)328-7464

Hibachi Grill
Supreme Buffet

Eat in & Take-Out R

0
e Morid ;
il , Tel: 502.863.3666
Thousand Oaks, CA' Fax: 502.863.1122
109 Lawson Dr.

(805)815-5336 Georgetown, KY 40324

Between Wal-Mart and 84 Lumber)

In Justin Orange Caunty
e

SEAFOOD BUFFET

W 9031 Baltimore Ave,
© 12 meren oot rosmenon [CONlege Park, MD 20740 (301) 982-3331
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OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY - J L )
8:30 AM- 6:00 PM ~“(S i)
BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY .‘ L,\l" _] ‘_J |
EAYIN, TAE OUT, & CATERING

TERIYAKI. BURGERS, SAIMIN 929 Story Rd Ste 2000

MACADAMIA RUT PARCAKES
T PLATELUNCHES San Jose, CA 95122

SHAVE ICE T, BLOCK (408) 516-0088

|

-5

gRONCOS

MEXICAN GRILL

Ug'zué, ae

Fresh mode-to-order sushi. All You Can Eat

960 E. BADILLO ST
COVINA, CA 91724
1516 W El Camino Ave, (626) 32-4488

Sacramento, CA95833  (916) 504-1121 www.BroncosMexGrill.com

|~ sume

ALL-YOU-CAN EAT
HANDMADE DIN SUM BUFFET
BflROEHE

1202 Farm to Market Rdml, Marble
Falls, TX 78654 / (830) 693-7959
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Duluth M N
i (218) 624-242)

2828 W March Ln,
Stockton, CA 95219
(209) 951-4152

913 Alabama St
Columbus, MS 39702 (662) 241-0009

50 River Walk Mall,

South Charleston, WV
ited State ‘, (304) 768-8866
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© MEXICAN BAR & GRILLe . : .
7 7 Specialty coffee shop in the heart
s flats f Cambria's West Village TCHEN/GRILL BAR
" Free Wi-Fillnternet * Iced Coffee
+ Specialty Roasts * Blended Drinks,
101 Brookside Ln. 3800 Cent PE— Smoothies, Pastries & More! 14208 Broo urSt St’
Brighton, Ml 48116 Pontiac, Ml 48341 oo o COMT
810-229-3121 248-454-8608 ‘ Open Daily at 7am. Drop in for an artful cup of Coffee today! 3 G a rd [2]q] G rove’ CA 92843
- 761 Main Street, in the West Village of Cambria ¢ (805) 927-0670 ¢ www.cambriacoffee.
onkbl \} n dtreet, in the we: 1 IL\ ot Lambria \J www.cambriacottee.com (7 14) 462-62 59

= TR

i ;. ||'15'.‘ ."'7 T N .
IS

e
Gi Nuys Bivd,
anN s} cA 91405
= 18)_#_51@_1'2‘8-"- X

10448 Knott Ave, 514 W Balboa Blvd,

8520 Van Nuys Blvd :
’ Stanton, CA 90680 (714) 209-9399 Ne\”Beach, CA 92661

Panorama City, CA 91402
L] E ‘ 49) 432-5542

RAMEN

mexicangrestaurants Ohana g poxe

(818) 891-6545
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Comida ¢ Salvadoreiia : RANT a Manzana Bakery

.-.‘~
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Mexicana

« TOKYO HOUSE

Reslaurant

TeppanYaki & Dining
Sushi, Cocktails

(760) 384-1948
890 N. China Lake Bivd,
RidgeCresl, CA 93555

WBoirego Springs, CA 92004 [ =2 I
(760) 767-7405

3550 San Pablo Dam Rd ste
A, El Sobrante, CA 948(

wzenfuxhi

16511 Pioneer Blvd,
Norwalk, CA 90650
(562) 865-3700
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1126 Northampton St,
Easton, PA 18042
(484) 291-1125

2500 W Pico Blvd, Los

Angeles, CA 9000
(213) 388-66

/_/;wt Wty

FAMILYJ RESTAURANT

CHINESE FOOD - TAKE OUT
Canto

nese, Hunan & Szechuan Cuisine.

B .

KITCHEN.COM

2600 Bridge Ave. 4
Point Pleasant : “‘ :
(Next To Domino’s Pizza) (Min. S15) :
.

732-899-3530/3583
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK >

Mon. - Thurs.: 11:00 am 1o 10:30 pm o

3057 Boone Trail Ext,
Fayetteville, NC 28304
910) 965-7783

9861 Garden Grove Blvd

Garden Grove, CA 92843
(714) 534-3684

G KUId

JAPANESE RESTAURANT
3540 Rivertown Point Ct

SW, Grandville, MI 49418
(616) 647-5581
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Temecula, CA 92591
(951) 587-8030

10810 VIP SPA

10809 Southern Loop Blvd,

Pineville, NC 28 ! ! l
- (980) 335- 0193B
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BECOME AN ADVERTISER

Receive many benefits by
advertising with us!

e Receive valuable ad space in one or both of
our widely distributed magazines!

e Bonus! Receive valuable ad space and SEO
enhancing listing placement on our website!

e Bonus! Receive direct link to your website
increasing relevance in Google rankings and
others! (if applicable)

e Bonus! Receive official Crime Prevention and
| or Fire Prevention supporter seal to proudly
display at your place of business!

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
SIZES AND PRICING,
PLEASE VISIT

crimesafetytips.tips/join-us-contact

Thank you for your support!



