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— The Future of Fire Management —

e

A wildland firefighter watches as a single engine air tanker, or SEAT, drops
retardant on a wildfire in Nevada. Photo by Joe Bradshaw, BLM.

BY JEFF RUPERT

A new year means fresh opportunities to tackle current and future wildland
fire management challenges. As the Interior Department strategizes for the
coming fire year, we’re also focused on long-term goals that will shape the
future of wildland fire management.

Wildland Fire Workforce Reform

One of Interior’s most important goals is our wildland fire workforce reform
effort. Supported by President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, this
initiative will give our employees greater stability, enable them to grow in their
positions, and improve the Department's ability to address more extreme
wildfires and meet year-round wildland fire management needs.
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In 2023, Interior continued wildland fire workforce reform by implementing
the temporary pay supplements provided by Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.
We are hearing positive feedback from wildland fire personnel, stating that the
supplements have increased their quality of life and are supporting critical
necessities, like housing. Interior continues to work towards a permanent pay
solution with Congress, which is essential and long overdue.

We also implemented the new 0456 Wildland Fire Management Occupational
Series for federal wildland firefighters in 2023, as directed by the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law. Interior is also working to build our workforce through
on-the-ground recruitment efforts, such as career fairs and hiring events,
throughout 2024.

Another component of our workforce reforms is providing greater support for
wildland firefighter health and wellbeing. Interior and the USDA Forest
Service are developing a joint behavioral health program to provide support
tailored to the unique experiences and needs of our firefighters. We’re
currently finalizing the program framework and anticipate significant
progress on this front in 2024.

FIRE SAFETY|
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Another component of our workforce reforms is providing greater support for
wildland firefighter health and wellbeing. Interior and the USDA Forest
Service are developing a joint behavioral health program to provide support
tailored to the unique experiences and needs of our firefighters. We’re
currently finalizing the program framework and anticipate significant
progress on this front in 2024.

These improvements provide the foundation we need to continue Interior’s
critical workforce transformation effort — including our ability to recruit and
retain a diverse workforce.
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artisan Infrastructure Law

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law provides a historic $1.5 billion increase for
Interior’s wildland fire management efforts. Since 2022, the law has helped
Interior invest in ecosystem restoration, hazardous fuels management, wildfire
preparation, post-wildfire recovery, and our wildland fire workforce. For
example, the National Wildfire Coordinating Group is using $27 million in
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law funds to transform wildland firefighting
workforce training and qualification processes. This will create a performance-
based training system — an effort that further professionalizes the wildland
firefighting workforce. This influx of funding has also allowed the Department
to accomplish fuels management projects on 2.6 million acres of land in fiscal
year 2023 - a 30 percent increase over fiscal year 2022.
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This five-year investment will continue in 2024, as Interior implements $138
million in new allocations for crucial efforts such as modernizing wildland fire
training and position qualifications and restoring landscapes. These
investments build on $647 million previously allocated under the law since it
went into effect in fiscal year 2022.

Wildfire Risk Reduction and Post-Fire Recovery

In fiscal year 2023, Interior completed 2.6 million acres of fuels treatments, a
30 percent increase over fiscal year 2022. As we all know, proactive hazardous
fuels reduction is one of the most critical tools to reduce wildfire risk to
communities and natural resources; Interior will continue to build on these
efforts in 2024 and beyond.

It’s also crucial for Interior to continue its focus on post-wildfire recovery
efforts. Fostering recovery where ecosystems cannot recover naturally will
mitigate the damaging effects of wildfires and set landscapes on a path toward
natural recovery and climate resilience.
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Collaboration and Partnerships

Wildland fire management involves a wide range of entities. States, Tribes,
local governments, the private sector, non-governmental organizations, and
academia all bring unique capacities and capabilities that cannot be fulfilled
by the federal government alone.

To successfully tackle wildland fire management and risk reduction issues, we
must better involve all relevant entities and partners. This was also identified
as a priority in the federal Wildland Fire Mitigation and Management
Commission’s final report to Congress as critical to solving the nation’s
wildfire crisis. This is why, in 2024 and beyond, Interior will strive to open
collaborative doors wherever possible, with the goal of reducing the silos and
barriers that prevent the critical, on-the-ground work necessary to not only
manage wildfires, but also proactively reduce wildfire risk on a landscape scale
in a changing climate.
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Fresh Opportunities

While solving the nation’s wildfire crisis can be a daunting task, increasing
support and research are helping us light the path toward successfully living
with fire. The Wildland Fire Mitigation and Management Commission’s report
to Congress provides an excellent roadmap for not just federal agencies but all
partners, with an emphasis on the absolute necessity of aligning the right
support and collaboration to tackle such a significant challenge. The report
also validates what we already knew about the importance of workforce
reforms for federal wildland firefighters, such as the need for a permanent
wildland firefighter pay solution, from an objective source.

Overall, partner collaboration and public participation are giving us the right
foundation to build new relationships, create more cohesive approaches, and
remove the silos that limit effective wildfire risk reduction throughout the
country. As we look to 2024, it’s encouraging to see the public shift toward a
better understanding of wildland fire, which will ultimately help Interior and
our partners holistically address the breadth of wildland fire management
needs with a goal of creating communities and landscapes that are resilient to
wildfire as a natural and integral part of our nation’s future.
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1140 Highland Ave, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
(310) 546-4663
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ALL WEATHER CONDITIONING
HVAC SERVICES

License # 1057988
(909)461-8413

Business Name: CARNICERIA LOS NAVARETE Business Name: CONTIENTAL KOSHER BAKERY Business Name: EASY STREET BILLARDS
Address: 45E 16 TH ST, MERCED, CA 95341 Address: 12419 BURBANK BL, VALLEY VILLAGE, CA 91607 Address: 511 TYLER ST, MONTERY, CA 93940

Phone Number: 209-580-4422 Phone Number: 818-762-5004 Phone Number: 831-339-0825
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Business Name: EVANGELINE CUSINE Business Name: GROCERY OUT LET SANDY Business Name: HANA SUSHI MENIFEE
Address: 225 CABRILLO HWY S #102C, Address: 36701 HWY 26, SANDY, Address: 2100 SANDERS CT, LA HABRA,

HALF MOON BAY, CA 94019 CA 97055 CA 90631
Phone Number: 650-440-4721 Phone Number: 503-668-6950 Phone Number: 951-672-0110
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JAPANESE CUISINE

1181 SE/Port St Lucie Blvd. Port Saint Lucie, FI :‘?9 52

Business Name: |0s MOLCAJETES TAQUERIA Business Name: SAN DIMAS ACPUNTURE &HERBS Business Name: scOTT'S MOBIL AUTO GLASS
Address: 1661 N TEXAS ST, FAIR FIELD, CA 94533 Address: 319 N SAN DIMAS, SAN DIMAS, CA 91773 Address: 11251 COLIMA RD #1, GOLD RIVER, CA 95624

Phone Number: 707-389-2167 Phone Number: 909-837-0552 Phone Number: 916-686-0504
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Business Name: ACCURATE ALLOYS
Address: 5455 N IRWINDALE AVE,

Beauty Supply

e, IRWINDALE, CA 91706
7 l 4.894.’ I l U Phone Number:  626-338-4012

&

Business Name: ASIAN FUSION Business Name: BBQ TERIYAKI &SUSHI Business Name: BLUE TEQULIA RESTAURANT
Address: 301 N MAIN ST, FORTBRAGG, CA 95437 Address: 18855 VENTURA BL, TAZANA, CA 91356 Address: 5401 OVERLOOK LN, SIOUX CITY,

1A 51106
Phone Number:  707-200-4744 Phone Number: 818-881-9188 Phone Number: 712.541-6301
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Business Name: BOTTLE AND MORE LIQUOR
Address: 1535 E 18TH ST, NATIONAL CITY, CA 91950

Phone Number:

Business Name: GROCERY OUTLET OF VENTURA
Address: 9372 TELEPHONE RD, VENTURA, CA 93004

Phone Number: 805-303-6282

Business Name: PACIFIC SPORTING ARMS
Address: 912 W 10 TH ST, AZUSA, CA 91702

Phone Number: 626-633-1002

Business Name: E PLUS STUDIO
Address: 490 S AIRPORT RD, S SAN FRANCISCO,

CA 94080
Phone Number: 650-817-6688

Business Name: MILESTONE RESTAURANT

Address: 4359 TOWN CENTER #116, EL DORADO HILLS,
CA 95762

Phone Number: 916-934-0790

Business Name: PEPE'S SEAFOOD &PRODUCE
Address: 5909 LOFTIS RD, HANAHAN, SC 29410

Phone Number: 843-901-3461

Business Name: GROCERY OUTLET
Address: 36701 HWY 26, SANDY, OR 97055

Phone Number: 503-668-6950

Business Name: MIOSCHETTI CAFE
Address: 925 MARLIN ST,

VALLEJO, CA 94590
Number:

Phone

Business Name: RITE CARE PHARMACY
Address: 1433 N HOLLENBECK AVE #103, COVINA,

CA 91722
Phone Number: 676.51-1640
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Business Name: ROUTE 6 CAFE
Address: pQ BOX 1542, VAIL, CO 81656

Phone Number: 970-949-6393

&

Business Name: SUSHI ON THE FLY
Address: 5000 W INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT RD

ANCHORAGE, AK 99502
Phone Number:  970-337-8744

&

Business Name: URBAN GRILL AND WINE BAR
Address: 27412 PORTOLA HWY, LAKE FOREST, CA 92610

Phone Number: 949-340-2055

&

Business Name: SAJNA INDIAN CUSINE
Address: 1933 HOLLYWOOD BLVD,

HOLLYWOOD, FL 33020
Phone Number: 954-367-6160

&

Business Name: TROY MEDITTERRANEAN CUSINE

Address: 119 STONEGATE CENTER #19, VALLEY PARK,
MD 63088

Phone Number: 638-517-1141

&

Business Name: WAYBACK BURGERS
Address: 343 COMET DR,

MILLERVILLE, PA 17551
hone Number: 717-584-6284

&

Business Name: SHOB'S DRINKS LLC
Address: 1001 PARK PL, SAN MATEO, CA 94403

Phone Number: 650-21-7711

&

Business Name: UN CAFE
Address: 1140 HIGHLAND AVE, MANHATTAN

BEACH, CA 90266
Phone Number:
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BECOVIEVANFABVERINISIER

Receive many benefits by advertising with us!

e Receive valuable ad space in one or both of our
widely distributed magazines!

e Bonus! Receive valuable ad space and SEO-
enhancing listing placement on our website!

e Bonus! Receive direct links to your website
increasing relevance in Google rankings and
others! (if applicable)

e Bonus! Receive the official Crime Prevention and
Fire Prevention supporter seal to display at your
place of business proudly!

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
SIZES AND PRICING,
PLEASE VISIT

crimesafetytips.tips/join-us-contact

Thank you for being so supportive!



